
The Ripping Tree
Nikki Gemmell
4TH ESTATE 
TPB $32.99

A shipwreck’s sole 
survivor left on the 
doorstop of a grand 
colonial house soaked 
in secrets, a family at 
risk of losing everything, 

seven days of tension and shifting alliances. 
Gemmell’s gothic tale strips back another 
layer of Australia’s colonial past to create a 
finely tuned genre-bending novel that is part 
horror, part historical fiction, part thriller and 
100% engrossing.

First Person 
Singular  
Haruki Murakami
HARVILL SECKER 
TPB $32.99

A brilliant new collection 
of short stories from the 
unique mind of Haruki 
Murakami. The eight 
masterly stories in this 

new collection are all told in first person by 
a classic Murakami narrator. From nostalgic 
memories of youth, meditations on music 
and an ardent love of baseball to dreamlike 
scenarios, all with a signature Murakami twist, 
and occasionally, a narrator who may or may 
not be Murakami himself is present.

Love Objects
Emily Maguire
ALLEN & UNWIN 
TPB $32.99

When forty-five-
year-old Nic misses 
their weekly lunch 
date, her niece 
Lena travels to her 
house to check on 
her. An injured Nic is taken to hospital, 
and Lena sets about ‘helping’ clean-
up to prepare for her return, which 
starts a series of events that will prove 
cataclysmic for them both. This is a 
deeply compassionate novel about love 
and family, betrayal and forgiveness, and 
the things we do to fill our empty spaces.

The Truth 
About Her 
Jacqueline Maley
4TH ESTATE 
TPB $32.99

Journalist and single 
mother Suzy Hamilton 
gets a phone call 
one summer morning 

and finds out that the subject of one of her 
investigative exposés has committed suicide. 
Suzy is horrified by this news and to cope, 
throws herself into her work, parenting and 
multiple affairs until the consequences of her 
actions catch up with her. This book is an 
intelligent, compelling, nuanced tale of guilt, 
culpability, pride, shame and atonement.

World Travel
Anthony Bourdain
BLOOMSBURY 
PUBLISHING 
TPB $29.99

Anthony Bourdain saw 
more of the world than 
nearly anyone. In World 
Travel, a life of food 

and travel experiences are collected into an 
entertaining, practical, fun and frank travel 
guide. Featuring essential advice on how to 
get there, what to eat, where to stay and, in 
some cases, what to avoid, this collection is a 
celebration of life and a fitting legacy for one 
of the most important food writers of all time.

Homecoming
Elfie Shiosaki
MAGABALA 
PB $24.99

Homecoming pieces 
together fragments 
of stories about four 
generations of Noongar 
women and explores 
how they navigated 

the changing landscapes of colonisation, 
protectionism, and assimilation to hold their 
families together. This elegant and extraordinary 
form of restorative story work amplifies 
Aboriginal women’s voices, and enables four 
generations of women to speak for themselves. 

Black and Blue
Veronica Gorrie
SCRIBE 
PUBLICATIONS 
TPB $32.99

In this memoir of 
remarkable fortitude and 
resilience, proud Gunai/
Kurnai woman Veronica 
Gorrie tells of her 

experiences as one of the few Aboriginal police 
officers in Australia. Told with wit, wisdom 
and great heart, Gorrie explores the impact of 
racism on her family and her life, the impact 
of intergenerational trauma, and the inevitable 
difficulties of making her way in the white and 
male-dominated workplace of the police force.

Ariadne
Jennifer Saint
WILDFIRE 
TPB $32.99

A wonderful feminist 
reimagining of the 
classic tale of Ariadne 
and Phaedra, two sisters 
bound together by deceit 
and the shadows of 

their family history. Ariadne gives a voice to the 
forgotten women of one of the most famous 
Greek myths and speaks to their strength in the 
face of angry, petulant Gods. Beautifully written 
and completely immersive, this is an exceptional 
debut novel. Perfect for fans of Circe, A Song of 
Achilles, and The Silence of the Girls.

Car Crash:
A Memoir
Lech Blaine
BLACK INC. 
TPB $29.99

Car Crash is a story 
of tragedy, family, 
friendship, grief and love. 
Based on true events that 

occurred in May 2009, Lech Blaine tell his story 
of the devasting night that changed him forever. 
A powerful story of losing your friends and the 
grief of being the one still alive. Heartbreaking 
and emotional, Car Crash is a story for our 
times.

ADULT FICTION

NON FICTION

BOOKSELLERS’ CHOICE 
YOUR MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS
The best books for APRIL as chosen by Australia’s leading booksellers



NON FICTION 

CHILDREN’S & YOUNG ADULT

Australia:
The Cookbook
Ross Dobson
PHAIDON 
HB $65.00

Here it is, 350 
recipes celebrating 
the diversity that is 
Australia. Australia: 
The Cookbook, 
compiled by chef 
and food writer, 

Ross Dobson, is filled with a diverse array 
of recipes you need to have in a modern 
Australian kitchen — from the iconic Pavlova 
to a Thai Kangaroo salad. Complimented by 
Alan Benson’s beautiful photography of food 
and place.

Reading the 
Seasons 
Germaine Leece & 
Sonya Tsakalakis
THAMES & HUDSON 
AUSTRALIA 
TPB $32.99

Reading the Seasons 
charts the evolution of 

a friendship through candid letters between 
bibliotherapists Germaine Leece and Sonya 
Tsakalakis. Ignited by a shared love of 
reading, of finding a book for every occasion, 
every emotion—for themselves and their 
clients—their conversations reflect upon loss, 
change, parenting, careers, simple pleasures, 
travel, successes, fears and uncertainty.

Sex, Lies and
Question Time
Kate Ellis
HARDIE GRANT 
BOOKS 
TPB $32.99

Having spent 
fifteen years in 
parliament, Kate 
Ellis has witnessed 
numerous examples of sexism, bullying 
and racism, but also powerful examples 
of female political leadership. With 
recent reports that countries with 
women in leadership have been said to 
have handled the COVID crisis better 
in general, now is the time for women 
to enter politics to help shape a fairer 
Australia – where ‘women’s issues’ are 
everyone’s issues.

Huda and Me
H. Hayek
ALLEN & UNWIN 
CHILDREN’S 
PB $14.99

When their 
parents have to 
travel to Beirut 
unexpectedly, 
twelve-year old 
Akeal and his six siblings are horrified 
to be left behind in Melbourne with the 
dreaded Aunt Amel as their babysitter. 
Things do not go well, and Akeal’s little 
sister, Huda, hatches a plan to escape. 
After stealing Aunt Amel’s credit card 
to buy plane tickets to Lebanon, Huda 
persuades her brother to come with her. 
So begins their hair-raising and action 
packed journey.

Masters of 
Disguise
Marc Martin
PUFFIN 
HB $26.99

A gorgeous 
hide-and-seek 
extravaganza that 
showcases twelve 
of the most elusive 

animals on earth that use camouflage to 
disguise themselves. Cloaked in a riot of 
colour, pattern and texture are a dozen 
animals - from chameleons and polar bears 
to Gaboon vipers and mimic octopuses - 
that have mastered the art of fading into the 
background. A timely and beautiful non-fiction 
book for nature lovers of every stripe. 

Lightfall: The Girl
& the Galdurian
Tim Probert
HARPERCOLLINS 
PB $19.95

In this new graphic novel 
series by author and 
illustrator Tim Probert, 
the often-anxious Bea, 

adopted granddaughter of Alfirid the Pig 
Wizard, teams up with the good-natured Cad, 
the last of the presumed extinct Galdurians in an 
attempt to find her grandfather. The immersive 
illustrations give the story another level of 
enjoyment in this rollicking adventure which will 
leave readers on a real cliff-hanger, desperate 
for the next instalment.

The Prison Healer
Lynette Noni
PENGUIN 
PB $24.99

Bestselling YA author 
Lynette Noni is back with 
a dark new thriller, set 
in the fantasy world of 
Wenderall. Kiva Meridan 
has been imprisoned 

for ten years in the death camp Zalindov, 
surviving as the prison healer. Risking her 
own life to save the newly captured Rebel 
Queen, Kiva agrees to undertake the Trial by 
Ordeal: a series of elemental challenges that 
no-one has yet conquered. Complete with 
rebellion, plague and romance, this book is 
sure to please Noni’s many fans. 13+

Don’t Forget
Jane Godwin 
& Anna Walker 
(illus)
PUFFIN 
HB $19.99

From the picture 
book super 
star team of 

Jane Godwin and Anna Walker comes this 
beautiful and timely reminder of the things 
that really matter and the importance of 
our daily routines. From the little things like 
wearing socks that fit your feet to dreaming 
and imagining and remembering to care for 
friends and family.

Paws
Kate Foster
WALKER BOOKS 
AUSTRALIA 
PB $16.99

11-year-old Alex is about 
to start high school and 
as an autistic person, he 
is finding that a terrifying 
prospect. Convinced 

that having a friend by his side will help, Alex 
devises a plan to impress the kids at school 
by winning a trophy at the PAWS Dog Show 
with his trusty sidekick, Kevin. A touching 
story about kindness and inclusion and finding 
friendships where you least expect them.


